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OVERVIEW 

Hope Abides was founded in 2010 with the goal of providing help and hope orphaned and 

destitute children in India without regard to gender, religion or caste. Founding Board members 

Brent and Marie Adams, Suresh Kotha and Jan Polmanteer had no NGO experience to draw 

upon in creating this little charity; in fact, three of the four Board members had never been to 

India. What they did have was a deep belief that some of the most vulnerable children in the 

world were worthy of a helping hand. 

 

 
 

Hope Abides was officially incorporated September 13, 2010 and work began to find deserving 

and trustworthy NGO’s with whom we could partner. Major milestones in 2011 included inviting 

select Indian orphanages to submit applications for grants, performing due a diligence review of 

information provided, and site visits to all the finalist applicants; a journey that included traveling 

from the southernmost to the northernmost regions of the country. 

By the end of 2011, we had raised over $25,000 and made our first grants which included 

replacement of the dangerously unstable roof of a boys’ dormitory and the purchase of a buffalo 

to provide milk for the orphanage’s children. 

Thanks to the help of volunteers, individual supporters, foundations and corporations, our 

donation base, our ability to help our children, has shown steady growth. Our individual 

supporters draw largely, but not exclusively, from California, and come from varied backgrounds 

- Indian and American, young, old and in-between; low-, mid- and high-incomes, many people of 

faith, as well as those with more secular views.  



In 2019, donations topped over $100,000 for the first time. In total we have raised over 

$678,000* and awarded dozens of grants (totaling over half a million dollars) to help 
orphanages, schools and other NGO’s who serve some the most at-risk children in the world. 

 

 

 
* Note this amount reflects gross amounts from our fundraiser, not net; and in-kind (non-cash) contributions and 

services such as our annual audit. 

 

Your donations have provided thousands of meals for children, laid the foundation of a school 

now teaching hundreds, repaired crumbling infrastructure, and most importantly paid for the 

education of numerous children up to, and through, university. 

We have further expanded our reach and your generosity by partnering with like-minded non-

profits such as For One Another (FOA), Mahaan Aasha Foundation and Little Sun. For example 

with FOA, we have been able to provide clean water solutions by digging wells, laying pipe or 

giving ultra-efficient, lo-tech water filters to villages, schools and families. For some villages and 

families it was their first time ever having regular access to clean water. 

We are thankful and proud of our successes. Of course there have been difficulties and 

setbacks along the way. Our biggest on-going challenge in the U.S. is the raising of funds for 

children half a world away. Only 6% of giving in the U.S is for international causes. This means 

before we even approach potential donors, we are already at a disadvantage due to typical 

giving priorities. This is what makes your support so critical and appreciated. 

For all we do accomplish, there is still an enormous need in India. It is our hope and belief that 

many of the children, as they enter adulthood, will be able to help others thereby amplifying the 

impact of Hope Abides. 

 

Globally, COVID was one of the dominating issues in 2020; not only from a health perspective, 

but also its financial ripple effects. Our revenue dropped by approximately 40% from 2019. 

Children’s lives were disrupted with schools closing, and many orphans being returned to 

extended family to wait out COVID. As 2021 ramps up, we are expecting our partners to be 

making requests for education related grants. School for many has resumed. This will mean 

children will need help with tuition, books and more – especially college and university students 

for whom the costs are relatively prohibitive.  
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If you believe in our mission, 

if you feel touched by some of the stories below, 

please help us help them.  

Donate here. 

 

We would love if you pass along this newsletter to 

others who may want to be part of the children’s lives. 

 

We asked some of our partners, as well as a few 

others, to provide a small write up on how  

Hope Abides has been part of their lives.  

 

Below are their responses, in their own words. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.hopeabides.org/help-us.php


  
 

 



 

   



 



   



In request to your requirement for the impact review, kindly find below the details. 

Impact of HOPE ABIDES at KESS 

KESS is proud to be in partnership with Hope Abides from 2017, helping our mission directly 

and indirectly. The direct support are the grants received annually since then to the school going 

poor children especially those infected or affected with HIV/AIDS, cancer and the flood 

disasters. Funds for tuition, boarding, transportation and educational materials like uniform, 

school bags, stationery materials, books, study furniture etc were provided to nearly 300 

children during this period. Apart from these, Hope has always been highly supportive in linking 

KESS with other funding agencies which has helped extend our network and find other 

productive partnerships. Such linkages have helped us provide poor children with educational 

support and sponsorships, facilitate drinking water provisions such as water wells, tanks, natural 

pits, water purifiers etc to poor families in drought affected regions and natural disaster relief to 

various parts of the country, especially in the rural, tribal colonies in primitive conditions. 

KESS is ever grateful to Hope Abides and the support received through all the benefactors 

associated. You have constantly been that great pillar of support from across the world, 

reflecting that care and hope has no borders nor distance. We can never be thankful enough for 

your concern to our children, many of whom have progressed academically, psychologically and 

socially due to this continuous support we have been able to provide as a result of this 

collaboration. The blessings and prayers of these children and the various families are always 

with you all. KESS is honoured and greatly blest to be associated with Hope Abides and we 

pray our partnership continues to make the lives of these families and our world a better place. 

 

 

Case Studies of Children supported by Hope Abides 

 

1.      Riya N.V. 

 

Riya’s family’s condition was one that everyone sympathized. The only breadwinner of her 

family-her father died of cancer after a long period of expensive treatment hence pushing the 

poor family even further into debt and loans without the means or the income to clear them. 

Riya has a younger brother and sister apart from her mother-a frail lady who isn’t quite healthy 

herself. KESS took upon the care and support of this needy family, especially the education 

support of Riya and her siblings. The regular support from HOPE Abides really helped since 

Riya’s higher secondary and higher studies required more fees than her school going younger 

ones. KESS also helped her mother get into a daily wage job and found sponsors to help them 

restore their house on the verge of collapse. Riya’s meritorious admission to the degree course 

in Web Technology in a reputed College was a great achievement but the fee structure was a 

great cause of concern and she almost backed out if it weren’t for the great support of HOPE 

Abides which gave KESS the confidence to motivate her further.  This academic year where the 

COVID Pandemic caused great distress to everyone especially students like Riya, the support 

of HOPE Abides helped KESS to give her a Laptop since her studies required the same for 

better functioning and studies. Riya and her family together with KESS are extremely thankful to 

HOPE Abides for the consistent support provided which has helped such poor children like Riya 

achieve heights they could only previously dream of. 

 



 

2.      Andrea Ann Helena 

 

Andrea studies in Std. 8 from a family that is in an extremely poor financial situation ever since 

her grandfather had been affected with cancer. All the assets and resources of the family had 

been spent for his treatment and other supports required to help him throughout the illness but 

finally he succumbed to it, leaving Andrea’s grandmother, parents, little sister and herself at 

tenterhooks of an unknown future with nothing to call their own. When her father was not 

capable to hold onto a job due to his heart ailments, it was her elderly grandmother, who helped 

bring in the day to day ration for the family by managing a nursery sales outlet, supported by 

KESS. After a long struggle, in the midst of surgeries, medication and ill health, her father could 

also start a small grocery unit next to their home. Her mother took care of the daily household 

affairs courageously even when the family often did not have enough for a meal. Andrea knew 

that she had to give it her all to improve the conditions of her family. The interventions of KESS 

with the help and support of HOPE Abides has been a great help throughout these years for 

Andrea by providing study materials, personality development sessions, soft skills, career 

guidance etc. helping her perform better in her studies. Apart from winning excellent grades in 

her academics, Andrea also excels in oration, having participated and getting prizes at the 

district levels on a yearly basis. Her determination is an inspiration to her family members 

especially her little sister who is also competitively trying her best to score well in all the spheres 

just like her elder sister.  Her family is always obliged to KESS and HOPE Abides, for surely 

KESS could not have pulled up this child without this full fledged support from HOPE. 

KESS is sincerely thankful to HOPE Abides, especially to all its benefactors, volunteers, 

associates and supporters for reaching across the globe to help our children in distress, whether 

it is to support their annual academic needs, specific educational requirements, emergency 

situations like natural disasters or pandemics; HOPE has been most kind to our needs always. 

Thank you so much for your wonderful support. We hope and pray that you will continue to help 

our children and together we can build a better future for them. 

Thanks and regards, 

Fr. Thomas Vazhakkala CMI 

Secretary, KESS 

 



 
 

Ratna came to Sphoorti in 2006 when her mother just passed away. She was 9 years old then. 

Her father is an agricultural laborer and was not in a position to support her studies and pay for 

her other expenses. 

Since she had never been to school, we had to start from scratch. She attended Kindergarten to 

learn basics. With great efforts from our staff and school teachers, she moved up the Grades 

and by the time she turned 16, she was able to complete Grade X and Grade XII by 18. Her 

good academic performance got her admission in Bhavan's Degree College, one of the premier 

Undergrad Colleges in Hyderabad. Support from Hope Abides and others gave us an 

opportunity to invest in Higher Education of our children who showed potential. 

Ratna completed her Undergrad in 2018. She has since been working in Cognizant Technology 

Services as an IT Professional. She is not content in stopping there. She wishes to be a Data 

Scientist in future.  

She also wishes to inspire girl children like her to think big and work for their goals.  

I can explain the impact of Hope Abides with another example  

Ratna has a younger sister Devi who had joined Sphoorti at the same time. She soon lost 

interest in studies and went back to her father. She did not attend school and was married off 

when she was 16. By 20 years of age, she has 2 children and is a stay-at-home mother. 

Then Now 

  
 

  



Over the last one decade, Sai has grown from a child from an impoverished family into an 

intelligent and committed student.  

He joined Sphoorti in 2011 from a very poor family. His father was sick and unable to work, his 

mother was working as a temporary worker in a food outlet in a hospital in Hyderabad.  

With the help of Hope Abides and our staff, we were able to transform him into a confident 

student.  

After he joined Bhavan’s Degree College for his Bachelors' Program in Computer Science, his 

commitment levels increased further. He joined National Cadet Corps and completed the 

prestigious Certificate 'C', the final certificate for a Cadet. He is working hard to get into a good 

IT company. In the future, he wishes to have his own start-up. 

 

 
 
In addition to the impact on individual 
children, Hope Abides has made an impact 
on our organization too. 
 
Through your contacts, we were able to get 
sponsors for our building block. Good Works 
Institute and Guru Krupa helped us because 
you suggested Sphoorti. Guru Krupa has 
sponsored 6 rooms so far. 
 
Hope Abides itself contributes through 
regular scholarship programs. 

 

  



 

To,   HOPE ABIDES                                                                                                 

Date: 28th Nov 2020 

USA 

We, SARASWATI ANATH SHIKSHAN ASHRAM a non-profit located in Dapodi city Pune 

country INDIA, since last 24 years a consistent work is going for these orphan children and their 

overall development, as today more than 150 kids have completed their education under the 

program and settled their own life.  

My great pleasure to showcase the two lines of total journey of 10 years with HOPE 

ABIDES,USA to reach here at a glance. As beginning, BRENT ADAMS has visited to INDIA, he 

observed many places how the works going, also learn how they get more advantage of the 

educational facilities under the entire program. There are the lot requirement and limited 

resources.  

It has started to provide basic need of food and educational support, which reflects a healthy 

environment to these children, they learnt the disciplinary way of education. HOPE ABIDES 

arranged a yearly meet with these kids, which motivated to increase a confidence level with 

them. The kids represents their skills, how they are developing the more and more knowledge 

through this platform. 

HOPE ABIDES extended the work to providing sponsorship program, individual gift to ranking 

students, which helps them to establish the more interest of their education. The decisions has 

been taken to establish a computer library, reading room, dining hall, construction of recreation 

room etc. for the better quality education for this orphanage. 

On the other hand, a huge experiment done by HOPE ABIDES to call the seminar to 

representatives of Indian Orphanages those are involved in this program, the training workshop 

held at BHOPAL in 2015, MADHYAPRADESH, INDIA.   It`s a large size learning lesson to all 

the participants for this workshop.       

The impact of the fund released by HOPE ABIDES USA… 

1.The kids get more interest to learn the quality education. 

2.The kids also improved the different skills, communication, music and dance and sporting 

fields in their own interest. 



3. Two students gone for Mech. Engineering for their final year 2020. Sandesh and Yogesh are 

learning their final year of Engineering, if they could not get this platform, both replied that they 

would found a hard worker to earn the money for their bread-butter. 

4. One student completed his Diploma in Tele-Communication diploma for year 2020. 

Govardhan said, it`s a turning point to him, if he couldn`t get a support, he not sure what he will 

be in future. 

5. Two kids gone for vocational training, once they finish the course, they will an opportunity to 

get a job in their field.  The two students SANDESH and RITESH get the support to qualify for 

them for the vocational course.      

Food Project : HOPE ABIDES released a grant for grocery, milk, fruit, chicken & eggs which 

help a physically fit to these kids, otherwise it suffers to reach the local partner`s to extend their 

hand for this program. 

Building Project:  HOPE ABIDES took the huge decisions to repairing works, construction of 

dormitories, dining hall which were the needful decisions to sustain this program at this location 

PUNE, INDIA. 

If HOPE ABIDES will never considers these proposals, SASA will have to spend the more time 

to reach their goal.  

(SASA `s main goal is to improve a quality education of these shelter home children). 

Thanks, 

Sincerely Yours, 

DEVIDAS SURVASE-President, 

SARASWATI ANATH SHIKSHAN ASHRAM  

 
   

  



From Longtime Supporter Nalini Juthani 
 

 
 

I have worked with you and Hope Abides for several years. Together we have improved 

physical health through sports, emotional stability, and intellectual stimulation through education 

in the orphaned children at SASA. 

 

When I first supported this orphanage I visited them in Pune. I talked to the children and asked 

them what they would want from donors, they said “Milk twice a day”. 

We, together sponsored twice a day milk and a banana for each child. After at least five years of 

our support for SASA, now we have graduates from high school, computers and a computer 

teacher. The Indian government closed a couple of orphanages in Pune and transferred their 

children to SASA. I am grateful and enthusiastic to work with you and Hope Abides in the future. 

Hopefully, by end of this year we will be able to visit SASA. 

Warm regards, 

 

Dr. Nalini Juthani 

January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moparru Orphanage
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MISSION FOR THE RURAL PEOPLE 

It is an extreme Joy for me to receive working with Hope Abides.  

I do not have the words to express my deep gratitude for Hope Abides supports.  Without Hope 

Abides Nothing here.  Hope Abides is doing a huge help in every way of our Mission for the 

Rural People projects.    

Hope Abides are helping 150 children feeding and their education.  

We have started a school building construction with Hope Abides Support.  Now it is completed 

with 16 class rooms with ground floor and first floor.  Present 300 children are studying in our 

school.  

Nearly 40 children are studied higher grade education (College Education) through the grants 

help of the Hope Abides.    

One of our girls called Saritha, she was completed Doctor of Pharmacy 6 years course through 

the help of the Hope Abides with 86 % marks.  

One of the boys called Gangadhar, He is begging in the road side with his father and 

unexpectedly they were met Mr. Brent and Mrs Marie Adams in our orphanage in vellatur.  They 

asked him to study so the father was agreed and he left here his son Gangadhar nearly 8 years 

back.  His father was died but this boy is studying now in our orphanage with 10th grade.  Now 

he is sponsoring by Hope Abides.  

We have 150 children in our orphanage. But they are all eating out side.  They saw the situation 

of the children when they are eating rains are coming and winds are coming all the dust go into 

their plates.  At that time, we don’t have any dining hall for the children, The Hope Abides are 

supported 4 years back they were supported to a Big Dining Hall and Kitchen Rooms for the 

children.  This very huge and needy help for our children.  

The Hope Abides donated a water filters to purify the water and it is helpful for villagers.    

Hope Abides are built the water plants in 3 villages.  Nearly 800 hundred people are benefitted 

in these 3 villages through their water plants.  And in our school and orphanage children are 

every day they are drinking pure water from the plants.  

Now 6 children are completed nursing courses through the Hope Abides grants.  They got jobs 

in this COVID-19 time. We are over joyed because our children are got the good jobs of Nurses 

in this pandemic time.   It is great blessing to our girls.    

Now another girl Joyce Melody is studying MMBS (Doctor course) in Philippines.  Now she is 

completed 2years with support of Hope Abides.  

Hope Abides are supported for Boys Dormitory construction.  This is also big dream fulfilled by 

Hope Abides.  We have sister orphanage in Moparru.   Now the Hope Abides are helping to 

constructing the dining hall.  

Recently we are worried about the school maintenance.  So, the Hope Abides are come 

forwarded to run the school like teachers' salaries, driver salaries and etc… It is unforgettable 

help by the Hope Abides. 



Many are the Hope Abides are doing in our every aspect of our Mission projects.  We cannot 

express our deep gratitude to Hope Abides team and Board Members.  

Our Big thank to Hope Abides and Donors.  Hope Abides is the BACK BONE OF OUR 

MISSION FOR THE RURAL PEOPLE.  Without their help we cannot do nothing here.  

Thanking You.  

Yours Sincerely,  

P. Ratnam. 

Director 

Mission for the Rural People. India  



Sakhi for Girls’ Education * 

 

 

SAKHI means a female friend of girls who inspires, guides, and supports other girls for a good 

cause. Since 2008, Aarti Naik, a slum-based young girl “Changemaker”, has been building basic 

educational capacities for other slum girls through a community-based after-school programme.  

 

Hope Abides has partnered with Aarti since 2014 by connecting her with a mentor, funding a 

larger facility and part-time staff assistance. She has now helped several hundred girls in her 

slum area and been widely recognized for her efforts. 

 
2018 Institute for South Asia Studies, UC Berkeley - Tell Her Story Runner Up 

2018 U.S. Consulate General Mumbai - What Empowers Me 

2018 World CSR Day - Certificate of Merit 

2018 Total Oil India Private Limited series - Ride For Legends 

2018 Leading Change, UK 

2018 Rotary International District 3141 - Vocational Excellence Award 

2018 The Indian EXPRESS - Yours Wisely 

2017 Femina Women Jury Award For Education - Aarti Naik 

2017 Stree News Network May 23, 2017  - Aarti Naik: Striving to bring change for the slum girls 

2017 The Better India - Published story about her girls education work  

2016 India West International Literacy Association  - ‘30 Under 30’ List 

2016 The Queen’s Young Leader Award for 2016 - Highly-Commended Runner-Up 

2014 International Confederation of NGOs (iCONGO) - Karmaveer Chakra Award  

 
* Aarti was unable to provide a write-up for this 10 Year Report due to a family issue. This information was compiled 

on her behalf. 



 

  



 
 

 
 



From Saritha M – One of our Hope Abides ‘students’ 
She now in her final year of medical school

 


